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man, paid his debts, and, though general of an army
in Spain, could not stir abroad for fear of public
creditors. This taste for house and parish merits has
of course its doting and foolish side. Mr. Cobbett
attributes the huge popularity of Perceval, prime
minister in 1810, to the fact that he was wont to go to
church every Sunday with a large quarto gilt prayer-
book under one arm, his wife hanging on the other,
and followed by a long brood of children.

They keep their old customs, costumes, and pomps,
their wig and mace, sceptre and crown. The middle
ages still lurk in the streets of London. The Knights
of the Bath take oath to defend injured ladies; the
gold-stick-in-waiting survives. They repeated the
ceremonies of the eleventh century in the coronation
of the present Queen. A hereditary tenure is natural
to them. Offices, farms, trades, and traditions descend
so. Their leases run for a hundred and a thousand
years. Terms of service and partnership are life-long,
or are inherited. "Holdship has been with me," said
Lord Eldon, " eight-ancl-twenty years, knows all my
business and books." Antiquity of usage is sanction
enough. Wordsworth says of the small freeholders
of Westmoreland, " Many of these humble sons of the
hills had a consciousness that the lancl which they
tilled had for more than live hundred years been pos-
sessed by men of the same name and blood" The
ship-carpenter in tho public yards, my lord's gardener
and porter, have been there for more than a hundred
years, grandfather, father, and son.

The English power resides also in their dislike of